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Pope: New saints risked all to follow Jesus 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Carrying 

Pope Paul VI's pastoral 
staff and wearing the 
blood-stained belt of 
Archbishop Oscar Romero 
of San Salvador, Pope 
Francis formally recog
nized them, and five oth
ers, as saints of the 
Catholic Church. 

Thousands of pilgrims 
from the new saints' home 
countries - Italy, El Sal-

World 
Mission 
Sunday 

I am a mission: In the 
message addressed to all 
Christians, the Pope re
minds all that "we are not 
in this world by our own 
choice," and hence there is 
"an initiative that precedes 
us and makes us exist." 
Each one of us, he says, is 
called to reflect on the fact 
that 'I am a mission on this 
Earth," which is why we 
are here in this world. 

MORE ON INSIDE PAGES 

No newspaper 
next week 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, 

there will be no North Country 

Catholic the week of October 24. 

We will resume our nonnal printing 

schedule the week of October 31. 

vador, Spain and Germany 
- were joined by tens of 
thousands of others Oct. 
14 in St. Peter's Square to 
celebrate the universal 
recognition of the holi
ness of men and women 
they already knew were 
saints. 

Each of the new saints 
lived lives marked by pain 
and criticism - including 
from within the church -

but all of them dedicated 
themselves with passion
ate love to following Jesus 
and caring for the weak 
and the poor, Pope Francis 
said in his homily. 

The new saints are: Paul 
VI, who led the last ses
sions of the Second Vati
can Council and its initial 
implementation; Romero, 
who defended the poor, 
called for justice and was 

FEAST DAY BLESSING 
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assassinated in 1980; Vin
cenzo Romano, an Italian 
priest who died in 1831; 
Nazaria Ignacia March 
Mesa, a Spanish nun who 
ministered in Mexico and 
Bolivia and died in 1943; 
Catherine Kasper, the 
19th-century German 
founder of a religious 
order; Francesco Spinelli, 
a 19th-century priest and 
founder of a religious 

Bishop Terry R. LaValley blesses candles to be used as parishioners at the Church ofthe Immaculate Conception in 
Keeseville celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary on Oct. 7. The feast day celebration included Mass, a liv
ing Rosary, and a meal. Learn more in Bishop LaValley's Follow Me column, found on Page 4. 

order; and Nunzio Sul
prizio, a layman who died 
in Naples in 1836 at the 
age of 19. 

"All these saints, in dif
ferent contexts," put the 
Gospel "into practice in 
their lives, without luke
warmness, without calcu
lation, with the passion to 
risk everything and to 
leave it all behind," Pope 
Francis said in his homily. 

BRINGING CARE 
AND PRAYER 

Joyce Wilder and her friend, Karen 
Axenfeld, both registered nurses, 
recently returned from a medical 
mission trip to Puerto Rico.The 
purpose of the mission was to 
bring basic medical care to the 
residents of the island still suffer
ing from Hurricane Maria. 

FULL STORY, PAGE S 
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Pope: Contempt for life is seen in evil 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Procuring an 

abortion is wrong, inhumane 
and like hiring a hit man "to 
fix a problem," Pope Francis 
said. 

It is a contradiction to 
allow for killing a human life 
in a mother's womb "in the 
name of protecting other 
rights," he said during his 
weekly general audience in 
St. Peter's Square Oct. 10. 

"How can an act that sup
presses the innocent and de
fenseless budding life be 
therapeutic, civilized or sim
ply humane?" he asked the 
more than 26,000 people 
present. 

"Is it right to snuff out a 
human life to solve a prob
lem?" he asked, until the 
crowd shouted loudly, "No." 

"Is it right to hire a hit man 
to solve a problem? No, you 

can't. It's not right to take out 
a human being, a small one, 
too, in order to fix a problem. 
It is like hiring a professional 
killer," he said. 

The pope took a brief break 
from the Oct. 3-28 Synod of 
Bishops on young people to 
attend the morning general 
audience and continue his 
series of talks on the Ten 
Commandments. 

He reflected on the Fifth 
Commandment, "You shall 
not kill," as being like a wall 
of defense , protecting the 
most fundamental value in 
human relationships -- the 
value of life. 

"One can say that all the 
evil done in the world can be 
boiled down to this: con
tempt for life," the pope said. 

"Life is attacked by wars, 
by organizations that exploit 

people" and creation, by "the 
throwaway culture," by sys
tems that subjugate human 
lives to the calculated advan
tage of others, all while a 
"scandalous" number of peo
ple live in disgraceful condi
tions. 

''This is contempt for life, 
that is, to kill in some way," 
he added. 

Violence and refusing life 
are rooted in fear, he said. 

Welcoming another chal
lenges one's own selfish indi
vidualism, he said, pointing 
to the example of when a 
mother and father discover 
their unborn child will be 
born with disabilities. 

These parents "need true 
closeness, true solidarity to 
face reality and overcome 
understandable fears. In
stead , they often receive 

hasty advice to terminate the 
pregnancy," he said, adding 
that the phrase, '''terminate 
the pregnancy' means to di
rectly take someone out." 

"A sick child is like every 
person in need on earth," like 
the elderly who need care, 
like the poor who can barely 
make a living, he said. 

They are all treated as if 
they were a problem, he said, 
but in fact, they are "a gift of 
God that can pull me out of 
my egocentricity and help 
me grow in love." 

"Vulnerable lives show us 
the exit, the road to save us" 
from a selfish existence and 
to discover "the joy of love," 
he said, adding a word of 
thanks to Italian volunteers, 
saying they had the 
strongest dedication he has 
ever seen. 

Looking for the surprises God gives us 
Today, I would like to 

share a bit with you about 
jesus' call for us to be child
like. jesus makes it clear that 
the way to the Kingdom of 
God is being childlike. 
"Amen, I say to you whoever 
does not accept the King
dom of God like a child will 
not enter it." 

Each year as I come to this 
Gospel reading, I think long 
and pray over my homily: 
what does jesus mean when 
he says be childlike. I have 
come up with various ideas 
over the years. For example, 
dependence on God like a 
little child is dependent on a 
parent, or other such ideas. 
This year, the idea I came up 
with was "surprise." Curi
ously, this idea came to 
mind at the last minute. I 
thought of "surprise" as I 
was going over the Church 
for Mass. In fact, I changed 
my whole prepared homily. I 
was surprised that I thought 
of "surprise." 

I know that every day is 
filled with "surprises" for 
young children. Each day 

'Father Bill-S~y~ 
... -., tipast()r22@gll1ail~()nl ,.' ,.~~ ,. 
" 

Fr. William G . .\lucllch 

brings so much newness to 
these children. Children 
learn quickly how recognize 
the "surprises" that invade 
each new day. 

Our God is a God of "Sur
prises." In faith, I believe that 
God brings to all of us many 
wonderful "surprises" each 
day. jesus gives each one of 
us opportunities and chal
lenges to do something spe
cial for God and for others. 
These are usually "surprises" 
for us. 

I have noticed that while 
children are often surprised 
by life's events, many of the 
rest of us seem to miss God's 
"surprises." We are trying to 
be a bit too mature, and 
sometimes we are a bit 
bored with life. 

I am certain that, like you, 
I enjoy totally watching a 

child in a store - especially a 
toy store - being surprised 
by this or that toy. Then as 
they move on, they continu
ally are surprised by the 
next one - one surprise after 
another. 

In faith, I believe that God 
fills our lives, fills each and 
everyone of us, with a call, 
a challenge to make a differ
ence. As a rule, these calls of 
our God come to us as sur
prises. 

The biggest surprise for 
most of us is that God needs 
us. God trusts us and brings 
into our lives many opportu
nities to bring God's love 
and peace and forgiveness 
to those who are in need. I 
hope that you have recog
nized this experience. I hope 
you have experienced such 
surprises from God - chal
lenges that call you to do 
something or say something 
important to someone who 
truly needs us. 

I hope you have had many 
days when you looked back 
on a day and been surprised 
because you did something 

or said something that was 
the right thing at the right 
time. The Lord trusts each 
and everyone of us , so he 
stays with us, he walks with 
us . He constantly surprises 
us to do something impor
tant - something spectacu
lar. 

One of the reasons that we 
gather each week for prayer 
and Eucharist is to seek 
God's love and wisdom so 
that each day we will be 
open to the Lord's chal
lenges, the Lord's surprises. 

We must come to realize 
how blessed we are by the 
Lord that we have the ability 
- with the Lord's help - to do 
almost miraculous things 
every day of our lives. The 
surprise is that the Holy 
Spirit gives us such power. 
Don't miss those surprises. 

One more thing with the 
Lord: we will have the power 
to meet the difficult things 
of life, the painful things of 
life, those unpleasant sur
prises. 

Keep faith in our loving 
Lord. 
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We are a mission people 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

The weekend of October 20-21 our 
diocesan family joins Catholics across 
the globe in celebrating World Mission 
Sunday. We join our sisters and brothers 
around the world who will gather at the 
Lord's Table to celebrate our common 
vocation as missionaries. 

In his message for this year's celebra
tion, Pope Francis tells us that "life is a 
mission" and he reminds us that "each 
one of us is called to reflect on this fact: 
I am a mission on this earth; that is the 
reason why I am here in this world." 
(Evangelii Gaudium, 273) 

I invite all of us to see World Mission 
Sunday as a special moment to live out 
the mission we share as God's children, 
the mission to bring the Gospel to the 
whole world. 

I encourage you to be a "voice for mis
sion" through your prayers and through 
the help that you are able to offer in sup
port of the priests, deacons, consecrated 
religious and lay pastoral leaders who 
work tirelessly, proclaiming the Gospel, 
building the Church, and serving the 
poor in more than 1,100 mission dioce
ses in Asia and Africa, the Pacific Islands, 
and parts of Latin America and Europe. 

The prayers and material aid gener-

STANDING FOR LIFE 

ously given to the collection for the So
ciety for the Propagation of the Faith on 
World Mission Sunday, the Pope tells us, 
continue to support the "preaching of 
the Gospel to every nation," thus "con
tributing to the human and cultural 
growth of all those who thirst for knowl
edge of the truth." 

"Mission revitalizes faith," St. Pope 
John Paul II wrote in Redemptoris Missio 
(#2). 

May your commitment to the Lord's 
continuing mission renew your faith and 
be a blessing in your life. 

God bless you for responding gener
ously to today's special appeal for the 
missions. 

Gratefully yours in Christ, 

1~t~ 
Most Reverend Terry R. LaValley 

Bishop of Ogdensburg 

TheDioc~orOg.Xnsbura 

fi st 
INALIENABLE 

RIGHT 

NORTH COUNTRY 

CATHOLIC 
is on 

FACEBOOK 

Christina Carlson and her son Jesse, parishioners of St. Agnes Church in Lake 
Placid, participate in Life Chain. This year, Life Chains were held in five loca
tions around the diocese 

mil 
• Find Us 
• Like Us 

• Follow Us 
O Uke 

Join the North Country Catholic in 
honoring the special priests in your life. 

The NCC will be honoring our priests in 
the Oct. 31 issue of the paper. 

We invite you to send a message to your 
pastor, spiritual advisor or priestly friend. 

$20 - a 1 column X 2 inch ad with a short 
message (e.g., Father Smith, we appreciate 
your service, from the Jones Family) 

$40 - a 2 column x 2 inch ad featuring your 
message, a photo or graphic design 

$135 - Quarter page ad 

$250 - Half page ad 

$475 - Full page ad 

If you have a specific budget that is not listed we can 
design an ad based on that. 

If you would like your ad in color please add $25 
(The North Country Catholic provides design services) 

Must be returned to the NCC by 
Oct. 22, 2018 

._------------- .--
D YEs! IlWe would like to honor a priest in the 

North Country Catholic 

I NAME. ____________________________ ___ 

j ADDRESS __________________________ __ 

· CITY STATE __ ZIP ___ _ 
1 
• Ad Size: 
10 $20 Special Message only 0 $40 2x2 

·0 $135 Quarter Page 0 $250 Half Page 

10 $475 Full Page 0 $25 Extra for 
• color 
1 Message as it will appear in the ad (please print) 

Mail checks payable to: North Country Catholic 
PO Box 106, Canajoharie, NY 13317 L.._._._._._._._._._._.1 
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(Left) Parishioners at the Church of the Immaculate Conception in Keeseville celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary on Oct. 7. (Right) Bishop Terry R. LaValley delivers a homily at the Feast 
Day celebration. The event included Mass, a Living Rosary, and a meal. 

FOLLOW ME 

Strengthening Faith Formation in Family Life 
As you know, one of our 

Diocesan Pastoral Priori
ties is to Strengthen Faith 
Formation in Family Life. 
In my summer pastoral 
visits, I participated in 
several events that spoke 
powerfully of our local ef
forts to address this im
portant need. For 
instance, recently I was 
privileged to join Father 
Gilbert Menard and Father 
Kris Lauzon and his 
parishioners at the 
Church of the Immaculate 
Conception in Keeseville. 
The Catholic Church cele
brates the Feast of Our 
Lady of the Rosary on Oc
tober 7. This year, the 
parish honored their pa
troness with a special 
event on that day which 
filled the Church. 

Following Mass, many 
children and young adults 
joined parents and grand
parents to participate in 
the Living Rosary. The 
participants lined up 
around the interior of the 
Church as, one by one, the 
youngster would pray a 
prayer of the Rosary. If 
necessary, the little, shy, 

partICipant would be 
aided by a parent or 
grandparent in the prayer. 
Youngsters were learning 
prayers and praying with 
loved ones and with the 
parish family of faith, in
cluding priests, cate
chists, altar servers, the 
Altar Rosary Society and 
the Knights of Columbus. 
This was truly hope-filled 
evidence of the parish as 
a school of prayer. 

This year, on the day in 
which the Church has 
marked as Respect Life 
Sunday, pregnant moms, 
folks in a wheelchair, the 
young and not-so-young, 
the healthy and the not
so-healthy came together 
to celebrate life and their 
love of Christ and His 
Mystical Body, the 
Church. After prayers 
were concluded in the 
Church, everyone enjoyed 
a scrumptious meal. It 
was a wonderfully inspir
ing occasion for me to 
witness firsthand the 
Strengthening of Faith 
Formation in Family Life. 
(Those chocolate chip 
cookies tasted mighty fine 

on my way back home!) 
By the time of the publi

cation of this article, a 
second important event 
will have taken place at 
the other end of the Dio
cese at St. Mary's Cathe
dral. 

On Saturday, October 
13th, a family event was 
scheduled to be held: 
'The Catholic Family: 
God's Answer for Our 
Time." This special occa
sion was another opportu
nity for us to focus on this 
important Pastoral Prior
ity. 

Johnnette Benkovic 
Williams, Founder of 
Women of Grace, joined 
by Presenters Thomas 
Sullivan and Sue 
Brinkman help us, teens 
and adults, strengthen 
faith formation in family 
life. 

Let us all continue our 
efforts to address the 
Diocesan Pastoral Priori
ties that we established in 
2014: Creating a Culture 
of Vocations; Strengthen
ing Faith Formation in 
Family Life; and Building 
Parishes with Living 

Stones. It's clear to me, de
termined to renew faith, 
nurture hope, and dis
cover love, our parishes 

are energized and truly 
blessed. 

Our Lady of the Rosary, 
pray for us! 

JOB OPENING 
Diocesan Insurance Claims and Risk Manager 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Ogdensburg is reopening its 
search for a Diocesan Insurance Claims and Risk Manager . 

This position is responsible for directing the Diocesan self
funded insurance programs and loss control activities, claims 
administration, preparing loss analYSi S, identifying exposures, 
recommending solutions, implementing approved programs, 
promoting loss prevention, updating and monitoring 
compliance with insurance procedures and developing safety/ 
risk management policies. Also responsible for coordinating 
efforts to control and mitigate loss-producing conditions and 
activities involving unsafe working conditions, employee 
accidents and injuries, citizen claims against the Diocese, 
property, or vehicle damage and related events. Applicants 
must have a bachelor's degree or equivalent Professional 
Designation (CPCU or ARM) and 5-10 years risk management 
experience. Knowledge of insurance laws, risk management 
practices, safety inspections and research/data collection 
method required . Experience with field insurance claims 
adjustment is preferred . Must have the ability to travel. 

Submit letter of interest, resume and three professional 
references to: Human Resources Office, 

Diocese of Ogdensburg, P.O. Box 369, Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
or e-mail ksnover@rcdony.org. 

Deadline for application is Nov. 5, 2018. 
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Nurses go to Puerto Rico, provide care, prayer 
By Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
Contributing Writer 

WATERTOWN - joyce Wilder 
and Karen Axenfeld are 
friends. They are both 
Registered Nurses. joyce 
is a Certified Nurse Mid
wife who practices her 
profession at Carthage 
Area Hospital. Karen is a 
Registered Nurse at 
Samaritan Medical Center. 
They were out to dinner 
one night, catching up on 
things, when Karen re
ceived a text message. It 
was a message that would 
alter whatever plans they 
thought they had for Sep
tember 2018. joyce 
Wilder called it "Divine in
tervention." 

The text was from Dr. 
Sylvia Reimer, a retired 
physician in Watertown. 
She and her physician 
husband Marvin, also re
tired, would be organiz
ing a team for a medical 
mission trip to Puerto 
Rico, specifically to the is
land of Vieques. The pur
pose of the mission was 
to bring basic medical 
care to the residents of 
the island still suffering 
from Hurricane Maria. 
Would she, Karen, like to 
go? Karen said "yes" and 
joyce, without as much as 
a second thought said, 
"tell Sylvia to count me in 
too." 

And so their journey 
was set; "something I have 
always wanted to do," 
Wilder said. 

Vieques lies 7 miles off 
the east coast of Puerto 
Rico and is considered 
one of the territory's mu
nicipalities. A travel 
brochure describes it this 
way: 

Isla de Vieques is one of 
the last destinations that 
truly remains like the 
Caribbean of the past; 
quiet, lush, uncrowded, 
with unmatched natural 
beauty. As you explore 

Crews work to restore a structure in Puerto Rico. The building was heavily 
damaged in Hurricane Maria. 

Joyce Wilder 
the island, you'll pass ele
gant Paso Fino horses 
roaming free. In Vieques 
there are no traffic lights, 
driving in Vieques is a 
pleasurable experience, 
narrow roads lead to 
breathtaking scenic spots, 
charming colorful towns, 
and beaches naturally 
landscaped free of devel
opment. Be warned, once 
you step foot on the 
beaches of Vieques, you'll 
be spoiled for life. 

Hurricane Maria 
changed much of that in 
September 2017. The wild 
horses still roam free in 
the streets and country
side but the rest of the 
idyllic scene is still in re
covery. 

'The people there are 
recovering; they are 
slowly rebuilding their 
homes and their beautiful 

Karen Axenfeld 
beaches are once again 
being used by tourists," 
the nurses wrote for their 
sponsor agency, the 
Upper New York Confer
ence of the United 
Methodist Church. Their 
article appears in an on
line newsletter. 

joyce Wilder is a Com
missioned Lay Minister 
and active parishioner of 
St. Patrick's Church in Wa
tertown. Karen Axenfeld 
is from Adams Center and 
is an active parishioner of 
St. Cecilia's and Queen of 
Heaven parishes in 
Adams and Henderson re
spectively. 

The rebuilding of 
Vieques is taking place 
but the people have a long 
way to go. "Diabetes and 
hypertension are preva
lent among the people. 
Some of them have had 

the ability to get proper 
medications, but they do 
not understand the seri
ousness of their disease 
or the importance of com
pliance with their medica
tions, diet and activity" 
the nurses wrote. 

The team saw 87 pa
tients during the week 
they were on Vieques in a 
clinic. There are no med
ical records, no histories 
for doctors to refer to. All 
were destroyed in Maria. 
So the team started col
lecting simple medical in
formation about the 
patients they saw and es
tablished the beginning of 
a medical record for each 
patient. 

'The home visits were 
what moved our hearts 
the most. Some of them 
knew we were coming, so 
they took the time to tidy 
their home and put on 
nice clothing. It was reas
suring to see that many of 
them were being well 
taken care of by family 
members and a home 
health aide who volun
teers her time to care for 
104 patients." 

'There were a few indi
viduals that needed so 
much more than what we 
could provide in a week. 
They were the ones we all 
prayed for at our evening 
devotions, as well as pri
vately." 

The death toll from 
Maria in Puerto Rico alone 
is estimated to have been 
just short of three thou
sand. The economic im
pact is thought to be in 
the hundred billion dollar 
range. 

The team Dr. Reimer or
ganized numbered 
twelve. In addition to the 
four from the Upstate 
New York Conference, 
eight came from the 
Oneonta area. On 
Viequez, the mission 
team was housed and 
staffed a medical clinic at 

the United Methodist 
Church in Esperanza. 
Some members of the 
team also had the oppor
tunity to work on home 
reconstruction alongside 
a team from the Midwest. 

"Many of the residents 
suffer from the hurricane 
experience. They have 
post traumatic stress," 
Wilder said. 'The diabetes 
and hypertension are epi
demic," she said. 'The 
major problem is a lack of 
education about their ill
nesses. There's no educa
tion about using a 
glucometer, there's no ed
ucation about diet, there's 
no education about taking 
their medication. Hope
fully the next team will 
bring educational mate
rial with them; that is 
what we have recom
mended." 

It was a unique experi
ence for the group. joyce 
Wilder would like to re
turn to Vieques at some 
point. One team member 
asked her translator what 
the people need most. 
"For you to keep coming, 
to keep loving on us," she 
responded. 

One year after Maria, the 
people of Viesques are 
still putting the pieces to
gether. 

.YIt;ljlOf't J6ltd r!/J!ap 
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Environmental Stewardship 

What would happen if ••• ? 

As we observe Respect Life 
month, we are encouraged to pray, 
to learn and advocate for the life of 
the unborn child. 

We ask the question: how can 
we work together to protect this 
precious gift of God made in His 
own image with a unique role in 
our world today? 

Through the tireless efforts of 
so many people to raise our con
sciousness, we are learning ways 
to reach out to those in need as 
well as being educated in legisla
tion that affects the life of the un
born. 

Pope Francis tells us that we 
need to ask another urgent ques
tion:What is happening to the 
'home' that we are bringing this 
precious child into? 

After a birth the great joy of any 
parent and family is to bring the 
child home and introduce this pre
cious gift of God to the place 
where life will be nurtured. 

Pope Francis reminds us that 
our home is more than four walls 
and one's family; it is the magnifi
cence of the natural world upon 
which this child will depend for 
the rest of his/her life. 

God has designed our planet as 
a place of beauty and fullness, 
without want. What have we done 
to it? 

There is no question that tech
nological advances,especially in 
the last two hundred years, have 
made our lives much more com
fortable. 

At least those of us in the devel
oped world reap the benefits of 
these conveniences. But at what 
cost? 

Two tasks emerge: How can we 
become more aware of what is 
happening to our'common home?' 
and How can we become messen
gers of hope to the child in the 
womb by the way we are taking 
care of their future home? 

Bishop's Public Schedule 

October 17-18 - Diocese of Og
densburg Vocation Society Pilgrim
age to Christ the King Seminary in 
East Aurora, NY 
October 19 - 9 a.m.- Superinten
dent's Day at the Crowne Plaza Re
sort in Lake Placid 
October 20 -10:30 a.m.- Council 
of Deacons Meeting at St. Mary's 
Cathedral 
October 21 -10:30 a.m.- Mass at 
the Parish of the Visitation and St. 
Raymond in Norfolk followed by 
Confirmation Destination 
October 22 - 7:15 p.m. - Novena 
followed by Mass at St. Mary's 
Cathedral 
October 23 - 9:45 a.m. - Episcopal 
Council Meeting at Bishop's Resi
dence 

6:30 p.m. -It's Our 
Church, It's Our Future reception at 
the Parish Social Hall at St. Peter's 
Parish in Massena 
October 24 - Noon - Retirement 
Luncheon for Jack Carter the Insur
ance Risk Manager of the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg 

5 p.m. - Caritas Dinner 
at the Gran View in Ogdensburg 
October 2S - 9 a.m. - Prayer Serv
ice and school visit at St. Bernard's 
School in Saranac Lake 
October 26 - 9:30 a.m. - Mass and 
a school visit at StJames School in 
Gouverneur 
October 28 - 8 a.m. - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral in Ogdensburg 

Noon - Harvest Dinner 
at the Knights of Columbus in Og
densburg 

Letters to the Editor 

We welcome letters from readers 
of the North Country Catholic. 
'Due to space limitations, we ask 
that the number of words be 
limited to 300. 
'We cannot accept letters which 
support ideas which are contrary to 
the teachings of the Catholic 
Church. 
'Send letters to North Country 
Catholic, PO Box 326, Ogdensburg, 
NY, 13669 or e-mail to 
news@northcountrycatholic.org 
• Join the conversation! 

Rest in Peace 

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen who have served in the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg 

October 17 - Rev. Antoine Anselm 
Thomas, 1900; Rev.Athanase Mar
ion,0.M.I.,1935 
October 18 - Rev. Edwin A. 
Kennedy, 1990; Deacon Chester 
lloyd Price, 1991 
October 20 - Rev. Walter Plaisance, 
O.M.I., 1918; Msgr. Stephen J. Woj
ciechowski,1978 
October 21 - Rev. Peter La Fort, 
1939; Msgr. Robert A. Farmer, 1979 
October 22 - Rev.Thomas McNally, 
1883; Rev. George J.Savage, 1918; 
Rev. Michael A.Jarecki, 2012 
October23 - Rev. Discorides Forget, 
0.M.I.,1916 

To Report Abuse 

If you have a complaint of sus
pected misconduct involving dioce
san clergy, religious, employees or 
volunteers, contact Victims Assis
tance Coordinator, Terrianne Yan
ulavich, Adult & Youth Counseling 
Services of Northern New York, 618 
Lake Rd, Chateaugay, NY 12920; 
terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 
Phone: Day: 518-651-2267, Night: 
518-569-0612; or Father Christopher 
Carrara, the Episcopal Vicar for Pas
toral Personnel at 315-393-2920 

Follow Pope Francis on 
Twitter! 

www.twitter.com/Pontifex 

~#Pontifex 
For a New or Used Car 

Mort 
Backus & 

Sons 
On Canton-Ogdensburg Rd. 

315-393-5899 

CHEVROLET 

Malone Catholic 
Charities moving 
to new location 

MALONE-On Monday, Nov. 5, Malone Catholic Charities 
(MCC) will open the doors to its new office at 6 Cedar 
Street (corner of Raymond and Cedar Streets, blue 
house attached to the former Fleury's Flooring). 

The office entrance will be on the Cedar Street side. 
MCC will continue its usual schedule of Monday 

through Thursday, 8 a.m. through 4 p.m. 
The agency's telephone (518) 483-1460 and fax num

ber (518) 483-8210 will remain the same. 
For many years the MCC office has been located at 57 

Rennie Street, a property owned by st. Andre Bessette 
Parish; a relocation was necessary due to the changing 
needs of the parish community and MCC's need for ad
ditional space. 

The Good Samaritan Food Pantry will remain in its 
current location at 57 Rennie Street under the manage
ment of the parish. 

MCC will continue the vital services currently offered, 
including Baby and Maternity World, Diaper Supply Pro
gram, Personal Hygiene Closet, Parenting Education, 
Case Management and the distribution of gently used 
household goods and furniture 

MCC staff is excited that the new, larger office space 
will provide opportunities to expand programs to 
youth and seniors, as well as other community serv
ices. 

Malone Catholic Charities will be closed Oct. 28 to 
Nov. 3 to accommodate the move. 

Visit our website 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 

Read local stories and commentaries 
Search archived papers 

~. ' 
• View diocesan events and much more I!I.-"I!I 
('i Find us on Facebook! ~- : 

Plattsburgh 
Wholesale Homes 

Building the North Country 
for over 45 Years! 

Smart. Styli sh. Functional. 
Everything you want in your New Era modular home. 

We process all VA loans 

New or Used Manufactured and Modular Homes 
Located on 7109 State Route 9 

Exit 39 of the Northway, across from the city beach of Plattsburgh 

518-563-1100· www.pwmh.com 
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~ 2017 Annual Report of 
WORLD Donations to the Society for the MISSION 
SUNDAY Propagation of the Faith 
~ 

Mission Missionary Missionary Projects of the 
Number of Mission Missionary Missionary Projects of the Number of 

Parish Diocese of Ogdensburg Parish 
Sunday Cooperation Plan (MPDO) Families Sunday Cooperation Plan Diocese of Ogdensburg Families 

Adams $798.00 $ 1,723.00 700 Malone - St. Andre Bes. $2,6 13.30 $2,9 17.36 108 1 
Henderson $487.00 $ 1,130.00 79/winter; Massena - SH $1 ,948.00 $3,538.75 1044 

207/summer Louisvi lle $4 13.00 $ 1,119.00 265 
Community of Alexandria $ 1,0 14.00 441 Massena - SM & SJ 125 1 
A ltona $37 1.00 $267.00 3 10 Mooers Forks $44 1.00 $339.00 383 

Sciota $35.00 $5 1.00 152 Mooers - S1 $ 185.00 $202.00 252 
Alexandria Bav $3,957.00 Morrisonville $ 1,239.00 1027 

Redwood 
Treadwells Mill 224 

AuSable ForkslBlack Brook $501.74 350 Morristown $ 1,084.75 $3,90 1.00 336 

Wilmington $ 155.90 65 Hammond 50 

Black River 132 Rossie 30 

Deferiet 54 Newcomb $275.00 70 

Brasher Falls $ 125.00 $944.00 5 11 Long Lake $ 150.00 90 

North Lawrence $365 .00 11 7 Norfolk $2.00 400 

Brownville $5 16.00 $9 14.00 532 Raymondville 135 

Dexter $559.00 $689.00 Norwood $20.00 450 

Brushton $ 1,205.00 370 Ogdensburg - SM $2,743.52 $2,575.66 1249 

North Bangor $590.00 $50 1.00 178 Ogdensburg - ND $ 1,077.25 $968.75 1100 

Cadyvi lle $ 1,060.00 $748.01 300 Old Forge $866.00 $ 1,075.00 2 17 
Canton $ 1,884.80 $2,323.00 661 Inlet, Raquette Lake $235.00 $752.00 134 
Cape Vincent IChaumontlRosiere $980.00 $2, 194.00 340 Peru $698.00 769 
Carthage $ 1,498.56 $2,201.91 $80.00 945 Plattsburgh - SI. John $3,055.00 700 

CODen hagen $387.25 $422.50 176 
Plattsburgh - OLV $685.00 $779.00 800 

Chamolain $3 13.00 700 
Plattsburgh - SP $2,930.7 1 $2,495.8 1 1844 

Chateaugay $801.00 $665.52 $593.30 403 
Port Henry $ 10.00 372 

Burke 205 
Chazy $538.00 $368 .00 420 

Mineville 

Clayton $85.00 $2,776.3 1 535 Port Leyden $336.00 $332.00 150 

LaFar Jev ille $242.00 $ 177.00 11 3 Lyons Falls $598.00 $375.00 110 

Colton $ 1,663.00 $ 1,583.30 182 Potsdam $3,279.00 $ 1,8 19.00 1223 

Constable/Westville $524.00 400 Rouses Point $935.00 $949.00 595 

Constableville $774.00 $223.50 160 Saranac Lake $ 1,895.00 1046 
Bloomingdale 150 

West Leyden $359.00 $348.00 100 
Croghan $ 1,292.00 $ 1,563.00 552 

Gabrie ls $437.00 56 
Lake Clear 101 

Dannemora $8 19.00 $8 18.00 538 
Schroon Lake $769.00 $ 1,41 8.17 243 

Redford $553.00 $ 1,036.00 $523.00 413 

Elizabethtown $302.00 $842.00 150 Olmstedvi lle 87 

Westport $444.00 90 Star Lake $309.55 $705.40 293 

Ellenburg $59 1.00 295 Harrisvil le $445.00 196 

Evans Mills $381.00 $495.00 103 SI. Regis Fall s $4 17.00 $534.00 165 

Theresa $57.3 1 Hopkinton $ 124.00 $262.00 75 

Philadelphia $240.00 75 Ticonderoga $ 1,684.00 $2,067.00 673 

Fort Covington $5.00 $625. 17 246 Crown Point 158 

Hogansburg - SP 174 Tupper Lake - SA 964 
Bombay 170 Tupper Lake - HN 575 

Gouverneur $45 1.00 $ 1, 133.00 585 Waddington $448.00 $867.00 220 
Edwards $ 11 6.00 $ 170.00 70 Madrid $ 11 3.00 $330.00 150 

Heuvelton $408.0 I $360.75 240 Watertown - SP $ 1,77 1.62 $2,697.58 72 1 
Lisbon $ 157.00 $240.00 190 

Watertown - SH $ 1,020.70 $905.75 650 
Indian Lake $694.00 $80 1.00 138 

Blue Mountain Lake $57.00 $668.00 12 
Watertown - SA $1,794.86 $2,906.00 550 

Olmstedville $413.00 
Watertown - HF $2,521.81 $4,721.38 1246 

Keesevi lle Community $973.75 $ 1,040.00 7 19 West Chazy $46 1.75 $437.00 719 

Lake Placid 500 Willsboro/Essex $354.00 $ 1,065.00 326 

Keene 130 Individual Donations $895.00 $28,807.08 NA 

Lake Pleasant, Speculator 265 "'Tota ls a re 

Wells 206 
subject to 

Lowville $ 1,478.57 $2,020.91 777 
change at a ll 

Totals $59,442,07 $59,866.97 $60,222,54 times. 
Glenfield $237.00 $355.00 216 
Houseville $226.00 $589.00 44 

Lyon Mt $501.00 340 

Mission Sunday and Mission Coop Appeal 2017 collections are calculated using the dates of our Fiscal Year (Jan. - Dec. 2017 
Missionary Projects of the Diocese of Ogdensburg Appeal 2017 is calculated using the dates of Jul. 2017-Dec. 2017 . The Diocese is sp lit in half between Mission Coop and 
Missionary Projects for the Diocese of Ogdensburg Appeals. These totals do not reflect any 2018 payments that were received in the Mission Office after January 1, 2018 for the 
purpose of our annual financial review/audit, It is also possible that some amounts represent combined totals amongst parish groupings, 
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The Pontifical Mission 
Societies in the Diocese of 

Ogdensburg, Inc., thanks our 
generous donors who 

participate in collections, 
appeals and bestow 

unsolicited gifts to the 
Missions. God bless you! 

Mission Support 
Mission Sunday $ 59,442.07 
Legacies $ 19,986.90 
Memberships $ 2,050.00 
Unrestricted Gifts $ 7,862.11 
Lenten Appeal $ 8490.00 
Christmas Appeal $ 7,476.77 

The Special Funds 
Missionary Project of the Diocese of 

Ogdensburg $60,222.54 
Missionary Cooperation Plan 

$59,866.97 
Announced Mass Offerings $23,005.00 
Unannounced Mass Offerings $2.330.87 

Each year, about one half of the parish
es take up the Missionary Projects of 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg (MPDO) 

Collection, while the other half takes up 
the Missionary Cooperation Appeal, in 

the following year the collections are 
reversed. 

St. Peter Apostle 
Appeal 

$5,047.70 was given by our people to 
the Society of St. Peter the Apostle to 
educate native priests and novices for 
mission areas. 

NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC 

World Mission Sunday 2018 
Pope Francis's theme is "Together with young 

people, let us bring the Gospel to all" 

I am a mission: In the message addressed to all Christians, the 
Pope reminds all that "we are not in this world by our own 
choice," and hence there is "an initiative that precedes us and 
makes us exist." Each one of us, he says, is called to reflect on 
the fact that ' I am a mission on this Earth," which is why we are 
here in this world. Pope Francis says, "every man and woman is 
a mission." "To be attracted and to be sent are two movements" 
of the heart that "hold out promise for our future and give 
direction to our lives." 

Gift of self: Pope Francis urges young people not to be afraid of 
Christ and his Church, and says, "it is where "we find the 
treasure that fills life with joy." Further, he says that through 
faith you can find the sure foundation of dreams and the strength 
to realize them. "For those who stand by Jesus," the Pope 
continues, "evil is an incentive to ever greater love," because 
"from the cross ofJesus we learn the divine logic of self-sacrifice 
as a proclamation of the Gospel for the life of the world. 

Transmitting faith: All Christians by virtue of their Baptism have 
received the mission to bring the Gospel to everyone. Young 
people are part of a great stream of witnesses, by which their 
elders full of wisdom and experience become a witness and 
encouragement to the younger Catholics. This way, he says, the 
mission of the Church bridges the generations by bringing about 
unity. 

Infectious love: Pope Francis emphasizes that" ... the heart of 
the Church ' s mission is the infectiousness of love, where joy and 
enthusiasm become the expression of a newfound meaning and 
fulfilment in life. The spread of the faith "by attraction", he says, 
calls for hearts that are open and expanded by love. This 
generates encounter, witness and proclamation even in "extreme 
peripheries" which are indifferent and hostile and to the ends of 
the earth in 'missio ad gentes ' . 

The Holy Father emphasizes that young people find missionary 
volunteer work and do so indeed in order to serve the "least" of 
our brothers and sisters, promote human dignity and witness the 
joy ofbeing Christian. The Pontifical Mission Societies provides 
for human and cultural growth of so many populations. Pope 
Francis says that, "those who are helped in their personal needs 
can in turn bear 
witness to the Gospel 
in the circumstances of 
their daily lives." And 
the Pontiff reminds us 
that "No one is so poor 
as to be unable to give 
what they have, but 
first and foremost what 
they are ... " God Bless 
you all on this World 
Mission Sunday 2018. 

Students at Seton Academy showing off 
their World Mission Sunday rosaries. 

Missionary Childhood 
Association Funds for 

School Year 2017-2018 
School Totals 
Religious Education Totals 
MCA TOTALS 

$ 4,918.54 
$ 2.271.02 
$ 7,189.56 

2017 Summary of Funds 
Total Revenue: $201 ,944.00 
Summary of Expenses: $46,751.00 

Notice 
This report covers the fiscal year of Jan. I, 
2017 to Dec. 31, 2017; with the exception 

of the Missionary Childhood, which covers 
September I, 2017 through 

August 31, 2018. 

The Pontifical Mission 
Societies of the Diocese 

of Ogdensburg, Inc. 
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, 

Diocesan Director 
Molly M. Ryan, 

Secretary IBookkeeper 
PO Box 369 

Ogdensburg, New York 13669 

A group of students from the St. Francis 
Faith Formation Center in Croghan, NY 
where there are excellent fundraisers. 

Visit Our Updated 
Mission Office Website: 

www.rcdony.orglmission-offi ce 

• 
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All funds raised through schools are directed towards self-help programs involving the building of schools, 

the provision of health and nutrition programs and medications, school fees, and teaching and learning resources. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL GIFTS TO THE MISSIONARY CHILDHOOD ASSOCIATION 
September 1, 2017- August 30, 2018 (School Year) 

A group of students at St. Agnes School in Lake 
Placid, NY pose with their MCA prayer cards and 

Sr. Cindy Sullivan, BVM and MCA promoter. 

Religious Education Program 
Gifts to the Missionary Childhood Association 

September 1, 2017 - August 30, 2018 (School Year) 
Parish Totals 

St. Joseph's Church - Dannemora $134.70 
St. Anthony's Church - Watertown $247.21 
St. James Minor - Carthage $317.43 
St. Francis Faith Formation - Croghan $515.71 
St. Mary's Church - Copenhaqen $100.00 
St. Andrew's Church - Sackets Harbor $78.93 
Catholic Community of Brownville & Dexter $415.66 
St. Peter's Church - Lowville $297.48 
Church of the Holy Family - Watertown $53.90 
Miscellaneous/Anonymous Donors $110.00 
* TOTALS $2271.02 

* These totals do not reflect those donations that were mailed directly to 
National Office in NYC by individual Parish Religious Education Programs. 

CANTON - St. Mary 's School $3 14.00 

CARTHAGE - Augustinian Academy $388.05 

GOUVERNEUR - St. James School $326.00 

MASSENA - Trinity Catholic School $660.90 

PLATTSBURGH - Seton Academy Elem School $1559.59 

LAKE PLACID - St. Agnes School $800.00 

SARANAC LAKE - St. Bernard's School $24l.00 

TICONDEROGA - Sf. Mary 's School $500.00 

WATERTOWN - IHC Elem School $129.00 

* TOTALS $4918.54 

* Totals do not reflect donations received after August 2018 or 
donations forwarded directly to the National Office. 

A group of St. Mary's School students in Canton, NY 
show off their poster and meeting their fundraising 

goal for the 2017-18 school year. 
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Pray and give 
generously 

October 21, 2018 

, The Society for THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 
... a c9Jonti~ical ~ission eociety 

Dear Director: I'd like to share my blessings with the poor for the sake of the Gospel, so I'm enclosing a sacrifice for the missions. Please pray for my intentions: 

Enclosed is my sacrifice in the amount of $ _____ _ 

Name __________ Address ____________ City _________ State __ Zip __ _ 

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith· Diocese of Ogdensburg 
622 Washington St • PO Box 369 • Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

Tel: (315)-393-2920· Fax 1-866-314-7296 
website : www.rcdony.org/mission-office 

Email : mryan@rcdony.org 
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director 

Molly M. Ryan, Secretary, Bookkeeper 
Please remember The Society for the Propagation of the Faith when writing or changing your will. 

______________________________________________________ ------ ______ 1 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

Jesus came as a servant, as do missionaries 
Our readings on this 

Mission Sunday 
convey a clear 
message about 
service. jesus 

earnestness of his mes
sage and the wel
coming smile of 
his body language 
spoke volumes to 
us. He urged all of 
us to become 
evangelists, wel
coming all into 
Christ's Church. 

came to this earth 
as a servant. Six 
hundred years be
fore, Isaiah had 
foretold that one 
day, God would 
send a suffering Monsignor 
servant to give His Paul E. 
life for the salva- Whitmore 
tion of all hu

In the Gospel, 
jesus tries to pre
pare the disciples 
for His suffering 
and death. They 

mankind. He would be a 
light for all nations. He 
would be a "missionary 
servant." 

In the recent visit of 
Pope Francis to Cuba and 
the United States, we saw 
Christ's Vicar as a mis
sionary servant in word 
and in action. The 

had other ideas, though, 
and even as jesus was 
predicting what would 
happen soon, they were 
not listening. 

In Mark's Gospel, the 
two "sons of thunder," 
james and john, make a 
bid for a power position 
in jesus' new kingdom. 

October 21 
Twenty-ninth Sunday 

in Ordinary Time 

READINGS 
Isaiah 53: 10-11 
Hebrews 4:14-16 
Mark 10:35-45 

They're over-eager and 
too confident as they ask 
the Master for the choice 
seats next to His throne! 
jesus doesn't get angry 
with them. 

After jesus assures 
them that seating 
arrangements will be 
made by God the Father, 
He quietly asks them if 
they're prepared to drink 
the bitter cup He is about 
to drink. james and john 
must have looked at each 

other in some embarrass
ment and confusion be
fore they reply, "We can!" 

Now the other disciples 
are angry and resentful at 
james' and john's attempt 
to pull one over on them. 
Obviously, they're looking 
for power and prestige 
just as much as the two 
brothers. 

Sadly, jesus realizes that 
none of them understand, 
so he emphatically and 
clearly sets the rules for 
Christian discipleship. 
There is to be no "lording" 
it over one another! "Who
ever wishes to be great 
among you will be your 
servant; whoever wishes 
to be first among you will 
be the slave of all, for the 
Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve 

and to give his life as a 
ransom for many." 

Pope Francis, the chief 
apostle in today's Church, 
urges us on this Mission 
Sunday to pray and give 
financial support for our 
missionaries at home and 
abroad who are bringing 
many to faith through the 
example of their lives of 
sacrifice and service. 

In many countries of 
Africa and the Middle 
East, the dangers of 
slaughter of Christians, 
destroying their churches, 
and attacks on priests and 
sisters bring fear daily. 

What better way for us 
to make reparation for the 
sins of bishops and 
priests than to increase 
our prayers and sacrifices 
for the Missions this year! 

Pope accepts resignation from Cardinal Wuerl 
VATICANCITY(CNS)-Pope Fran

cis has accepted the resig
nation of Cardinal Donald 
W. Wuerl as archbishop of 
Washington but did not 
name a successor. 

When the pope's deci
sion was announced Oct. 
12, the Archdiocese of 
Washington released a let
ter from Pope Francis to 
the cardinal, making clear 
his support for Cardinal 
Wuerl's ministry and lead
ership, but also praising 
the cardinal for putting 
the good of the church 
first. 

"You have sufficient ele
ments to 'justify' your ac
tions and distinguish 
between what it means to 
cover up crimes or not to 
deal with problems, and 
to commit some mis
takes," the pope wrote. 
"However, your nobility 
has led you not to choose 
this way of defense. Of 
thiS, I am proud and thank 
you." 

The archdiocese also an-

nounced the pope has 
named Cardinal Wuerl as 
apostolic administrator to 
oversee the archdiocese 
until a successor is 
named. 

Cardinal Wuerl had been 
facing pressure to resign 
after an Aug. 14 grand 
jury report detailing sex
ual abuse claims in six 
Pennsylvania dioceses 
painted a mixed picture of 
how he handled some of 
the cases when he was 
bishop in Pittsburgh from 
1988 until 2006. 

The 77-year-old cardi
nal, the sixth archbishop 
of Washington, had sub
mitted his resignation, as 
is mandatory, to the pope 
when he turned 75, but it 
had not been accepted 
until now. 

After his resignation was 
announced Oct. 12, Cardi
nal Wuerl said in a state
ment: "Once again for any 
past errors in judgment, I 
apologize and ask for par
don. My resignation is one 

way to express my great 
and abiding love for you 
the people of the church 
of Washington." 

The cardinal also 
thanked Pope Francis for 
what he had expressed in 
his letter, saying, "I am 
profoundly grateful for 
his devoted commitment 
to the well-being of the 
archdiocese of Washing
ton and also deeply 
touched by his gracious 
words of understanding." 

In early September, Car
dinal Wuerl told priests of 
the archdiocese that he 
would meet with Pope 
Francis and ask him to ac
cept his resignation "so 
that this archdiocesan 
church we all love can 
move forward" and can 
experience "a new begin
ning." 

The Vatican announce
ment that the pope ac
cepted his resignation 
came more than two 
months after the an
nouncement that Pope 

Francis accepted the resig
nation of retired Washing
ton Archbishop Theodore 
E. McCarrick from the Col
lege of Cardinals. Arch
bishop McCarrick faces 
credible allegations of sex
ual abuse, including two 
that involved minors; 
Pope Francis ordered him 
to maintain "a life of 
prayer and penance" while 
awaiting a trial or other 
canonical process on the 
charges. 

Cardinal Wuerl has said 
until the Archdiocese of 
New York began investi
gating the claims that 
Archbishop McCarrick 
abused a minor, he was 
never informed of such 
accusations or even the 
rumors of Archbishop Mc
Carrick's sexual harass
ment of seminarians. 

In a letter Aug. 30 to the 
priests of the archdiocese, 
Cardinal Wuerl apologized 
for not being as close to 
his priests as he could or 
should have been in the 

wake of all the abuse-re
lated scandals. 

Cardinal Wuerl asked 
the priests "for prayers for 
me, for forgiveness for my 
errors in judgment, for my 
inadequacies and also for 
your acceptance of my 
contrition for any suffer
ing I have caused, as well 
as the grace to find, with 
you, ways of healing, ways 
of offering fruitful guid
ance in this darkness." 

"Would you please," he 
told the priests, "let the 
faithful you serve know of 
my love, my commitment 
to do whatever is neces
sary to right what is 
wrong and my sincere sol
idarity with you and 
them." 

Cardinal Wuerl has been 
archbishop of Washington 
for the past 12 years. He 
earlier served as an auxil
iary bishop of Seattle from 
1986 until 1988, when he 
was named bishop of 
Pittsburgh, where he 
served for 18 years. 
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AT THE MOVIES 

A STAR IS BORN 
NEWYORK(CNS)- The third re

make of that sturdy 
warhorse "A Star Is Born" 
(Warner Bros.) pays occa
sional homage to its fore
bears, particularly the 
1954 version starring 
judy Garland and james 
Mason, which only serves 
to indicate that its formu
laic "stand by your man" 
story is somewhat tat
tered and dog-eared. 

The core narrative re
mains: In show business, 
for every fresh young tal
ent's happy ascent to 
fame and fortune, there's 
always someone older on 
a rapid and usually alco
holic downward slide. 

The pathos increases ex
ponentially when this in
volves a couple in a 
romantic relationship. 

This scenario had a 
greater impact decades 
ago when a woman more 
successful than her hus
band was interpreted as 
outside the natural order. 
Then the plot had a more 
deeply tragic dimension 
and milked considerable 
soap-opera anguish. 

Now - meh. Trips to 
rehab, confessional TV in
terviews and adroit publi
cists smooth out all but 
the most hardcore ad-

CNS PHOTOIWARNER BROS 
Bradley Cooper and lady Gaga star in a scene from the movie "A Star is Born." 

dicts, even as the vultures and will be a distraction. 
from TMZ lurk to trumpet Bradley Cooper, who 
the first death announce- also directed from a 
ment online. screenplay he co-wrote 

The ascending talent with Eric Roth and Will 
here is Lady Gaga, who Fetters, is jackson Maine, 
plays Ally, a spunky wait- a gravel-voiced country 
ress with a particular tal- rocker more devoted to 
ent for songwriting, who the bottle than his per
has been rebuffed by the formances and with clear 
pop music industry be- depressive tendencies. 
cause the gatekeepers, He encounters Ally in 
while praising her ability, the bar where she's 
think her nose is too large singing and he's drinking, 

Also showing: Venom 
NEWYORK(CNS)- While inves

tigating an evil billionaire 
(Riz Ahmed) who has 
been secretly experiment
ing with fusing human be
ings and aliens into a 
composite life form, a re
porter (Tom Hardy) acci
dentally undergoes the 
transformation, which en
dows him with superpow
ers but also leaves him 
unable, at times, to con
trol his own actions. 

He gets help from his 

sympathetic ex-Iive-in
girlfriend (Michelle 
Williams) and her new 
beau (Reid Scott), a physi
cian. 

But the extraterrestrial 
of the title has a battle to 
fight with others of his 
kind here on Earth so ex
pelling him from the jour
nalist's body proves 
challenging. 

This Marvel Comics
based bit of nonsense 
from director Ruben Fleis-

cher has some amusing 
dialogue between Hardy's 
character and the fear
some occupant of his 
body, and the mayhem 
the creatures wreak, 
though sometimes de
scribed in gruesome 
ways, is virtually blood
less. 

That's about all that can 
be said in the picture's 
favor, though. Forgettable 
fare for the undemanding 
and, perhaps, Marvel 

detects her talent and am
bition, and their personal 
chemistry is immediate 
before she notices that his 
booze consumption is 
more than recreational. 

When he pulls her out 
onstage to sing during one 
of his concerts, her suc
cess is assured. 

Ally has a father, 
Lorenzo (Andrew Dice 
Clay), who was once con
vinced he could be the 

movie com pIetists. 
Much stylized violence 

with minimal gore, cohab
itation, about a half
dozen uses of profanity, a 
milder oath, at least one 
rough term, frequent 
crude and occasional 
crass language, brief ma
ture wordplay. 

The Catholic News Serv
ice classification is A-III -
adults. The Motion Picture 
Association of America 
rating is PG-13 -- parents 

next Frank Sinatra. jack
son's half-brother, Bobby 
(Sam Elliott), knows that 
jackson stole his singing 
style. But these embit
tered story threads get 
pushed to the margins as 
the plot hews closely to 
the old formula, leading to 
Ally's solo stardom as 
jackson is overcome by 
demons new and old. 

Fans of Lady Gaga will 
find much to enjoy in her 
performances, and the 
songs are appealing. The 
rest of the movie is over
come by recurring c1ose
ups of Cooper's grizzled 
features, a lack of sus
pense and reflections on 
how all any musical artist 
has to offer the world is an 
interpretation of just 12 
notes. 

The film contains a sui
cide, implied premarital 
sexual activity, fleeting 
upper female nudity, oc
casional drug use, a cou
ple of profanities and 
frequent rough language. 
The Catholic News Service 
classification is A-III -
adults. The Motion Picture 
Association of America 
rating is R - restricted. 
Under 17 requires accom
panying parent or adult 
guardian. 

strongly cautioned. Some 
material may be inappro
priate for children under 
13. 
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CLINTON 
CRAFT SHOW 
Mooers - Ladies of St. Ann's to have a 
craft show. 

Date: Oct. 20 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: Mooers Fire Station 
Features: Craft and non-craft ven-

dors, hot lunches, baked goods, and raf
fle prizes. Proceeds support the Mooers 
Food Pantry. Donations forthe food 
pantry accepted. 

Contact: (518) 236-6016. 

HARVEST DINNER 
Chazy - Sacred Heart to have a Turkey 
Harvest Dinner. 

Date: Oct.21 
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Place: Sacred Heart Parish 
Cost: Adults, $10; Children under 12, 

$5; under 5, Free; Take-outs, $10 
Features: Shop for treats and take a 

chance on our raffle. 

FISHERS CLUB 
Plattsburgh - The Lakesiders Fishers 
Club to have their fall discernment 
meeting. 

Date: Oct.21 ; Nov.4 & 18; Dec. 2 
Time: 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Peter's Upper Room 
Features: Discernment, Evening 

Prayer and Dinner for high school juniors 
and older. 

Contact: Father Venette 
(hvenette@gmail.com) or Father Lucia 
( dlucia@rcdony.org) 

HARVEST DINNER 
Altona - Holy Angels to have Harvest 
Dinner. 

Date: Oct. 28 
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Place: Holy Angels Church Hall 
Cost: Adults, $10; Children 6-12, $6; 

under 5, Free 

FALL CRAFT FESTIVAL 
Chazy - Fabulous Fall Festival to be held. 

Date: Nov 10 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: Sacred Heart Parish Center 
Features: Great craft festival with 

over 25 craft vendors from New York, 
Vermont. Hot lunches, baked goods, 
silent auction, in addition to hundreds of 
handcrafted items. Get a head start on 
your Christmas shopping. 

Contact: For more info, contact 
Noreen Barcomb at sacredheart@west
elcom.com or 518-846-7650. 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669;fax, 1-866-314-7296; 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 

nero 
Date: Oct. 25 
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Place: Msgr. Sechi Hall 
Cost: Adults, $8, Children, $4.50; Chil

dren under 3, Free; Sauce, $5 per quart; 
Meatballs, $.75 each 

Features: Take-out available at 4 
p.m., please bring your own containers 

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL DINNER 
Evans Mills - Spaghetti and Meatball 
dinner to be held by Indian River Council 
7471 Knights of Columbus. 

Date: Nov.3 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $7; Seniors, $6; Children 

under 12, $5; under 5, Free; Sauce, $5 per 
quart 

ELECTION NIGHT DINNER 
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication. Alex Bay - Annual Election Night Ham 

I-------------r-----------t Dinnerto be held. 
Plattsburgh - Confirmation Retreat to 
be held. 

Date: Nov. 17 
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Place: Seton Catholic School 
Cost: $25 
Features: Presented through NET 

Ministries. 
Contact: Register early through your 

parish religious education office. 

FRANKLIN 

HARVEST DINNER 
North Bangor - St. Augustine's Parish 

will be hosting a Harvest Dinner. 
Date: Oct. 28 
Time: Noon to 4 p.m. 
Place: St. Augustine's Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; Seniors, $9; Children 

under 12, $5; under 5, Free; Take-outs 
available 

JEFFERSON 

PEACEFUL PRAYER 
Watertown - Pro-life representatives of 
Watertown's four Catholic parishes will 
be praying in front of Planned Parent
hood on Stone Street every day, includ
ing weekends, during the month of 
October. 

Time: Noon to 1 p.m. 
Features: Join us in this peaceful, 

prayerful witness to the sanctity of all 
human life. 

STOP BULLYING 
Clayton - Facts, effects and prevention 
of bullying presentation to be held. 

Date: Oct. 18 
Time:6 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Feature: All (families & individuals) 

are invited to attend this free presenta
tion. Come and be informed about this 
growing epidemic in our communities. 

Contact: For more information, con
tact St.Mary's parish office at 315-686-
3398 or reception@stmarysclayton.org 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
Watertown - Adult Faith Formation 
about the Eucharistto be held. 

Date: Oct.22 & 29; Nov. 5,12 & 19 
Time: After Noon Mass 
Place: St. Patrick's Chapel 
Cost: $10forWorkbooks 
Features: The Eucharist, Discovering 

the Mass in the Bible with Dr. Brant Pitre. 
Contact: Pre-registration required. 

Registration form available at 
www.catholicwatertown.org.Please 
register by Oct. 19 to Deacon Kevin 
kmastellon@spwatn.org. 

HARVEST HAM DINNER 
Black River - Harvest Ham Dinner to be 
held. 

Date: Oct.25 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Paul's Church 
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors 65 +, $8; 

Youths 5-12, $4; Immediate Families, $25 
Contact: Call Rectory at 315-773-

5672 for more information. 

SPAGHETTI SUPPER 
Watertown - St. Anthony's Church Altar 
Rosary Society to have a spaghetti din-

Date: Nov.6 
Time: Take-outs start at 4 p.m.;serv

ing from 5 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Cyril 's Church 
Cost: Adults, $1 0; Children, $5; under 

5,Free; Take-outs, $10 
Contact: For deliveries call Joanne 

Fitch at 315-955-5504 

LEWIS 

ADORATION 
Lowville - Eucharistic Adoration to be 
held. 

Date: Oct. 18 
Time: 4 to 5 p.m. 
Place: St. Peter's Church 
Features: One hour of exposition, the 

Divine Mercy Chaplet, silent adoration, 
and benediction. 

HEALING MASS 
Lowville - Mass for healing to be held. 

Date: Oct. 27 
Time: 10 a.m. 
Place: St. Peter's Church 
Features: Praise, Worship and heal

ing prayers for the body and soul. Music 
by Jacki Archer and the St. Peter's Choir. 

FALL PILGRIMAGE 
The Churches of St. Peter's, St. Mary's, St. 
Hedwig's are taking a bus trip to the Na
tional Shrine of Divine Mercy in Stock
bridge, Massachusetts. 

Date: Oct. 30 
Cost: $70 
Schedule: At the Shrine there will be 

an opportunity to visit the gift shop and 
roam the beautiful grounds before 

OCT. 17 , 2018 

breaking for a relaxing brown bag lunch. 
The program will include Eucharistic 
Adoration from 1-2 p.m. with an oppor
tunity for confession. Mass will be at 2 
p.m. followed by the Divine Mercy Chap
let at 3 p.m. There should be free time to 
roam before departure around 4:30 p.m. 
We will be leaving Lowville Plaza 
promptly at 6:30 a.m. and returning be
tween 8-9 p.m. Pilgrims are expected to 
bring their own lunches and be respon
sible for their dinner. 

Contact: Reservations with a $20 de
posit should be made through St. Peter's 
Church Office (315-376-6662) by Oct 23. 

S1 LAWRENCE 

CLMA DINNER 
Norfolk - The Annual Dinner hosted by 
the Commissioned Lay Minister Associa
tion to be held. 

Date: Oct.24 
Time: 5:15 p.m. 
Place: Church of the Visitation 
Cost: $12 per person 
Features: Spouses welcome. Mass, 

dinner and guest speaker Father Bryan 
Stitt will be speaking on Understanding 
Peoples' Temperaments as a Catholic in 
the 21st Century. 

Contact: For more information or to 
register call Jeannie Grizzuto at 315-
393-2920,Ext.1413 or email 
jgrizzuto@rcdony.org. 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
Star Lake - Holiday Bazaar and Bake 
Sale to be held. 

Date: Nov.3 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Hubert's Church 
Features: Handcrafted items, gift 

baskets, raffles and silent auctions. 

BAZAAR 
Massena - St. Peter's Parish to have a 
Bazaar. 

Date: Nov.l0 
Time: 10 a.m.to 6 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Social Hall 
Features: Take-out Cabbage Roll sale 

from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Turkey Dinner 
after the 4 p.m. Mass. Poker, 
Skilo(Bingo), Pull tabs, 50-50, quilt raffle, 
Ticket Central, turkey raffles, religious 
items, kids' games, Country Store and 
Fancy Goods booths, Cake Walk wheel 
game. Concession stand all day! Big 
Ticket Drawing at 6 p.m. First prize 
$2500 and three $100 winners. Tickets 
are now on sale at Masses, both Stew
art's stores and Mountain Mart 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 
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The Pontifical Mission Societies of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, 55J, Director 

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296 
mbrett@rcdony.org 

World Mission 
Sunday 2018 

This year World Mission Sunday will be celebrated 
on October 21, 2018. World Mission Sunday is cele
brated every October. We are reminded through Pope 
Francis's message that if we reflect on being called to 
the life of a missionary, that this is the reason why we 
are here. 

As you have heard from Bishop Terry R. LaValley, we 
are all invited to see and participate in the celebration 
of World Mission Sunday - a moment to live out the 
mission we are called upon while bringing the "Good 
News" of Jesus to the whole world. 

In playing our part, we renew our own vocation as 
missionaries. We are called upon as missionaries by 
virtue of our baptism. 

On this World Mission Sunday Sunday, the Catholics 
of the world, will gather at the Eucharist, and will "cel
ebrate the hope that saves" through prayer and partic
ipation in the Eucharist, and by giving generously to 
the collection for the Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith. 

The generous offerings received on World Mission 
Sunday provide financial support for the mission dio
ceses and communities who await the "Good News" of 
Jesus as their saving hope. 

In these dioceses, new churches are being built, chil
dren are receiving education, and the sick are being 
cared for at new hospitals and clinics. 

To reiterate the mission at hand, "I am a Mission on 
this Earth; that is the reason why I am here in this 
World." 

As we celebrate World Mission Sunday, in this world 
that is so divided, we need to rejoice in our unity as 
children of God. 

If we can reflect on this alone, our faith can remain 
ever young. 

Please, if you can, find yourself able to give gener
ously to the World Mission Sunday collection and sac
rifice both in prayer and resources for this once a year 
wonderful cause. 

God Bless! 

Please remember 'The Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith" when writing or changing your Will. 

www.rcdony.org/ mission 

liN 0 R TH e 0 U NT Rye AT H 0 LIe 

OBITUARIES 
TUPPER LAKE - Sister Rhea 

Bean; Funeral arrange
ments are in care of the 
Fortune-Keough Funeral 
Home in Saranac Lake. A 
memorial service will take 
place at 11 a.m. Friday, 
Oct. 19, at Elderwood of 
Uihlein in Lake Placid with 
the Rev. Art LaBaff. A re
ception will follow. Fol
lowing the reception, 
burial will take place in St. 
Alphonsus Cemetery in 
Tupper Lake. 

Brasher Falls - Rita Jean (Hudson) O'
Connor, 81 ; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 
9,2018 at 5t. Patrick's Church; burial in 
parish cemetery. 

Carthage - David J. Sears, 72; Funeral 
Services Oct. 14, 2018 at the Bezanilla
McGraw Funeral Home. 

Lisbon - Louise (Jordan) Sanderson, 71 ; 
Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 12, 2018 at 
Ss. Philip and James Church; burial in 

Morley Cemetery. 

Louisville - Jane Francis "O'Brien" 
Smith, 84; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 
12,2018 at St. Lawrence Church. 

Malone - Lawrence ESpinner, 100; 
Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 9, 2018 at 
Notre Dame Church; burial in Notre 
Dame Cemetery. 

Massena - Norene Fiacco Ashley, 95; 
Mass of Christian Burial Oct.11 ,2018 at 
Sacred Heart Church; burial in Calvary 
Cemetery. 

North Lawrence - Susan E. (Ryan) 
Irwin, 75; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 
15,2018 at St. Lawrence Church. 

Ogdensburg - James W. McDonald, 88; 
Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 16,2018 at 
Notre Dame Church; burial in Foxwood 
Memorial Park. 

Peru - Blanche M. (Perry) Cookingham, 
58; Funeral Services Oct. 9, 2018 at the 

NEWS 

Hamilton Funeral Home; burial in Church 
of the Assumption Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Thomas J. Cronin, 84; 
Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 10,2018 at 
St.john's Church; burial in Mt. Carmel 
Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Gerald J. Garrand, 85; 
Mass of Christian Burial Oct.12,201 8 at 
St. Peter's Church; burial in Mt. Carmel 
Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - William A. Stansburg, 
55; Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 13, 2018 
at Our Lady of Victory Church; burial in 
Holy Angels Cemetery, Altona. 

Ticonderoga - George P. Denton, 78; 
Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 13, 2018 at 
St. Mary's Church; burial in parish ceme
tery. 

Watertown - Pasquale S. Finn, 69; Fu
neral Services Oct. 15, 2018 atthe Reed 
& Benoit Funeral Home. 

Around the diocese 
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DIOCESAN EVENTS 
CARITAS DINNER 
Ogdensburg - The Annual Catholic 
Charities Caritas Dinner to be held. 

Date: Ocl.24 
Time: 5 p.m. cash bar, 5:30 p.m. En-

tertainment,6 p.m. Dinner 
Place: GranView Restaurant 
Cost: $45 
Features: 2018 Caritas Award Recipi

ent is Sister Donna M. Franklin and 2018 
Legacy Award Recipient is Ms. Ciara 
LeRoy, Malone. All proceeds from the 
CARITAS Dinner will be used to provide 
financial assistance and counseling to 
individuals and families in need. 

Contact: 315-393-2255 by Oct. 16 to 
make reservations. 

YOUTH MINISTRY CERTIFICA
TION 
Youth Lay Ministers and Catechists, re
ceive your Youth Ministry Certification 
from the Diocese of Ogdensburg. 

Schedule: Nov. 3, at StJames Minor 
Community Room in Carthage; Nov.l 0 
at St. Agnes Elementary School in Lake 
Placid 

Time: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Features: This is a free training 
Contact: To register and/or learn 

more about the course offerings, please 
contact: Tom Semeraro, Director of Youth 
Ministry tsemeraro@rcdony.orgor315-
393-2920 ext. 1415 

YOU MUST BECOME FIRE 
There will be four Evenings of Prayer 
and Reflection in celebration of National 
Vocation Awareness Week: Nov. 4-10, 
2018. 

Schedule: Nov. 4 - St. Peter's Church, 
Lowville; Nov.5 - St. Mary's Church, Clay
ton; Nov.6 - St.john XXIII Newman Cen
ter, Plattsburgh; Nov.13 - St. Mary's 
Church, Ticonderoga. Each evening 's 
schedule will be: 5 p.m. Discernment 
Holy Hour;6 p.m. Pizza & Wings;6:30 
p.m. Panel Discussion; 7:15 p.m. Video
"15 God Calling You?"; 7:30 p.m. Closing 
Prayer & Sending Forth 

Contact: Anyone interested in know
ing more about Vocations or how they 
can help to promote Vocations are in
vited. Please RSVP by emailing: 
dlucia@rcdony.org or 
crussell@rcdony.org or phone: 315-393-
2920 to indicate which evening/site you 

will be attending. 

YOUTH BUSES FOR LIFE 
High school pilgrimage to the March for 
Life in Washington, D.C. 

Date: Jan. 17 -19,2019 
Cost: $ 150 (includes transportation, 

hotel, meals and shirt). 
Features: Pick up locations across 

the diocese. 
Contact: Registrations open Oct. 1 at 

rcdony.org/prolife. For more info please 
contact the Respect Life Office 518-524-
0774. 

DOVS MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 
D.O.V.S (Diocese of Ogdensburg Vocation 
Society) are dedicated to promoting and 
fostering vocations to the priesthood 
and religious life. Funds raised through 
the membership campaign help us to 
raise awareness for vocations in our Dio
cese. 

Cost: Annual dues are $50 per year or 
$75 per married couple. 

Contact: Any questions please call 
Connie Randall at 315-265-2762 or 
Anne Miller at 315-353- 2950 or email 
Connie at connierandaIl47@yahoo.com 
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End of an era: Educator retires after 45 years 
By Darcy Fargo 
Editor 

WATERTOWN - Annette Con
nolly started her career in 
Catholic education more 
than 45 years ago as a 
part-time teacher at St. 
Anthony's School. While 
she retired from her posi
tion as vice principal at 
Immaculate Heart Cen
tral's Intermediate School 
on Sept. 30, she has no in
tentions of stepping com
pletely away from the 
students, staff and build
ing she loves. 

"When I started, I told 
my husband I wouldn't go 
to teaching full-time until 
both of our two daugh
ters were in school full
time," Connolly said, 
noting she taught fourth 
grade students in the 
morning, while the school 
principal taught classes 
in the afternoon. 

After more than 4S years in Catholic education, Annette Connolly retired from her position as vice principal of Im
maculate Heart Central Intermediate School. She is pictured here with IHC sixth graders Jensen St. Croix and Joseph 
Canzonier. 

Teaching in the small 
school her daughters at
tended, Connolly had 
both of her daughters in 
class. 

"The girls adapted quite 
well, even though they 
weren't thrilled with it," 
she said. "My first year 
teaching full -time, my 
oldest daughter was in 
my class. I was Mrs. Con
nolly during the day, 
mom at 2:30 when the 

school day ended." 
Connolly taught fourth 

grade for 13 years before 
moving on to teach teach
ing seventh and eighth 
grades. 

"I wouldn't move to the 
higher grades until my 
girls were out of school," 
she said. "I didn't want to 
make them have me as 
their teacher two times. 
That would've been a lot." 

Connolly became prin
cipal of St. Anthony's in 
1994. For the first two 
years, she was a "teaching 
principal." 

"I taught class for most 
of the day, and a wonder
ful teacher came in and 
taught English. Then I 
had that hour to work in 
the office. I had a wonder
ful secretary who could 
answer questions and 
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give me a list of people I 
needed to contact when I 
came into the office." 

With the merger of the 
Catholic primary schools, 
Connolly assumed her 
current role as vice prin
cipal at the IHC Interme
diate School in 2004. 

Whether it was at St. An
thony's or IHC, Connolly 
said Catholic education 
was always home to her. 
She first became ac
quainted with St. An
thony's shortly after 
moving to the area with 
her husband, who was in 
the military for 26 years. 

Her daughters first at
tended school in 
Carthage when the family 
"decided they needed a 
bit more than academics." 

"We found St. An
thony's, and it was home," 
Connolly said. 

She had other career 
opportunities, but she 
said they never felt like a 
fit. 

"I had a friend who 
taught at South Jeffer-

son, Connolly said. 
'They had an opening in 
fourth grade, and she 
wanted me to apply. I told 
her, 'you don't want me. 
By the time I looked at a 
child and said, "would 
Jesus want you to do 
that," I'd be out the front 
door. This was home.'" 

Connolly said she has 
taken great joy from the 
relationships she's devel
oped while working in 
Catholic education. 

"I've enjoyed the kids 
and the parents," she 
said. "You never know the 
impact you have until 
years later. I had one stu
dent at St. Anthony's, and 
years later, she sent me a 
note and said she was 
going to be a teacher be
cause of me." 

She also inspired her 
family. One daughter and 
two granddaughters went 
on to pursue teaching ca
reers. 

"It's really a legacy she's 
leaving behind," said Kari 
Conklin, IHC Elementary 
vice prinCipal. "She's been 
such a fabulous spiritual 
leader and a wealth of 
knowledge. I wouldn't 
have made it in my posi
tion without her." 

"I'm looking forward to 
(substitute teaching) and 
doing a little traveling 
with my husband, who 
has waited patiently for 
me to retire," she said. 
"But I'm going to miss 
everything about this. I 
told Kari (Conklin) to 
wean me off slowly. I've 
enjoyed every moment of 
thiS, including the bumps 
in the road. We have won
derful, supporting staff, 
great parents and the 
kids are awesome. Last 
year, as we ended the 
school year, was thinking 
'this is my last closing 
mass and last sixth grade 
graduation.' Then I 
thought, 'No. I'll still be 
involved. It will always be 
home.'" 


